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• 𝑡0: present time

• 𝑡𝑓: future time

• 𝑆𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑠: present society

• 𝑆𝑎𝑐𝑡: society predicted with appropriate political action

• 𝑆𝑁𝑜𝑎𝑐𝑡: society predicted without appropriate political 
action

• MPA: motivation for political action

POLITICAL MOOD

THE MODEL

➢ The brain represents society in the past, present, future (but also fictive societies (e.g., utopias)) and attach a value to them

➢ Value is reference-dependent

➢ MPA: motivation for political action

• 𝑆𝐾: society k

• R(𝑆𝐾): raw value of 𝑆𝐾 (e.g., Gini coefficient)

• V(𝑆𝐾): subjective value of 𝑆𝐾 (e.g., Gini coefficient)

• µ : average raw value across societies

• σ : SD for raw value across societies

• 𝑆𝑎𝑐𝑡: society predicted with appropriate political action

• 𝑆𝑁𝑜𝑎𝑐𝑡: society predicted without appropriate political action
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GOLDEN AGE

a) Control condition

b) Golden age


